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By Adrianne Vaughan Doherty

As a proud supporter of the Mercy 
Project and member of the Board of 
the Mercy Center Foundation, USA, 
I visited Kenya in April 2016 with Sr. 
Rose in order to attend the President’s 
visit and to assess the progress of the 
Mercy Project on the ground.

President Uhuru Kenyatta made 
a visit to Lare at the invitation of Sr. 
Rose, to lay the foundation stone for 
the new dining hall and dormitory. 
The visit attracted several thousand 
inhabitants from the village along 
with the parents, teachers, clergy and 
students from many of the primary 
and secondary schools in the region. 

Priests from the Nakuru Diocese 
helped to welcome the President with 
a community mass and celebration 
which was followed by a harambe, 
a traditional fundraiser in Kenya in 
which all who want to contribute 
funds are asked to do so. Mercy litur-
gical dancers brightened the whole 
day with beautiful dancing and sing-
ing. Many parliamentarians attended 
the event and spoke about their 
support for Sr. Rose and her efforts 
to help get girls off the streets and to 
empower them as a new generation 
of leaders for Kenya. 

The Mercy student representa-
tive spoke and welcomed President 
Kenyatta to the school. It was a very 
proud moment for all of the students 
and their families and validated the 
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Sr. Rose Wangui, VHM, speaking to 
the girls at The Mother of Mercy Girls 
School.

more than ten years of work that has 
been invested in establishing new 
approaches for the Lare community 
to transform from poverty to opportu-
nity through the Mercy Project. 

“Girls attending  
the Mother of Mercy Girls  
School have dreams that 

they intend to achieve. 
Thousands of villagers came 

from all over Lare to  
support the great work of  

Sr. Rose in Kenya.”

In 2016, a piggery was built to 
help establish agricultural income 

mailto:rosewkuria@gmail.com
http://mercyproject.org
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President Uhuru Kenyatta’s visit to the 
Mother of Mercy Girls School in April 
2016 was a historic event for the com-
munity, the students and the families 
of Lare. More than 100 staff of the 
President descended on the top of the 
mountain to set up tents and prepare 
for the more than 1,500 visitors who 
came to hear him speak. Many villagers 
walked for miles in order to reach the 
school and a number of other primary 
schools joined the celebration contrib-
uting poets, dancers and singers to the 

day’s events. President Kenyatta summoned all to participate in the life of the 
country by contributing positively to their communities and to local govern-
ment, to ensure that local government works for the community. The President 
asked all to cooperate together in a new spirit of democracy and he condemned 
all who try to divide Kenyans by creating false tensions and fear among the 
people. He thanked all of the Mercy girls for their hard work and told them that 
he believed in them and that he supported girls education for a new Kenya. He 
called on all present to support progress and unity in Kenya and to stand for 
democratic and peaceful principles that will help to give Kenya a bright future.

The President joined in congratulating Sr. Rose for all of her efforts and joined 
her in laying the foundation stone at the school’s planned new kitchen and 
dining area expansion. Sr. Rose and President Kenyatta were cheered by all who 
participated in the day’s events commemorating the new initiatives on behalf of 
girl’s education. Watch here: http://youtu.be/7QQom7Bjg2Q  n

President Uhuru Kenyatta Visits the Mother 
of Mercy Girls School

New Effort to Build Labs is  
Underway
Mercy girls learning science and 
agriculture is very important and 
a lab is planned in the future. 

for the school. Support from the Conrad 
Hilton Fund for Religious Sisters has helped 
to transform the basic agricultural farm-
ing techniques towards a new, modern 
era where parents, villagers, teachers and 
students are connected through education 
and assistance to help one another.  n

President Uhuru Kenyatta with Sr. 
Rose, at the funds drive for the Mother 
of Mercy Girls Secondary School.

New Science 
Classes

Science and math are very 
important in order to advance 
to college in Kenya. A new effort 
is underway to build new labs 
for chemistry, biology and the 
application of science-based 
teaching programs. These  
efforts are in the very early 
planning stages now but the 
Mercy Girls Secondary School 
will hopefully have a lab that all 
classes can enjoy and utilize in 
the near future.

President Kenyatta’s Visit
In April, 2016, the President visited the 
village of Lare, Kenya and spoke about 
progress and unity. He called on all to 
support girls and their right to education.

http://mercyproject.org
http://youtu.be/7QQom7Bjg2Q
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By Sr. Rose Wangui, VHM

It was a great honor to host the 
Mercy 5K this year and I was deeply 
honored to speak in front of so many 
of the supporters we have now been 
gaining due to our hard work.

Our Numbers are Growing
We are growing the race each year 

and hope that more runners will join 
us next year! It’s a great way to start 
the springtime!   n

Mercy 5K 2016

Third Annual Mercy 5K
In April 2016, the third annual Mercy 5K was held at Fletcher’s Cove in 

Georgetown, D.C. This year’s race had more than 140 runners and raised 
13k to support building the new girls dormitory in Kenya.

Pictures on our website 
(mercyproject.org) include  
Sr. Rose and the runners 
from all over the area. 
Thanks to the students, parents and great volunteers this year. The  
prizes included Barrel Oak Winery tastings for eight, Preppy Pink Pony,  
Pie Sisters, Clyde’s and Georgetown Running Company gift cards. 

The race’s lead sponsor was Electronic Transaction Systems (ETS) Corp. 
as well as Bach to Rock, ULLICO, Bricklayers Union, Georgetown Visitation 
and Georgetown Running Co. Mercy Center Foundation, USA hosted the 
race this year in partnership with the Health and Safety Foundation.

Caroline Caraci and Carmen Hamm from Georgetown Visitation 
hosted the race as student leaders and helped to announce  
the awards.

Georgetown Visitation volunteered to 
lead in all aspects of the race! Bach to 
Rock provided great music and Naked 
Pizza brought lunch! Thanks every-
body!!!!!!

Join us on April 29, 2017 for the Fourth Annual Mercy 5K
For more information go to:  mercyproject.org/events

http://mercyproject.org
http://mercyproject.org/events


The Mercy Girls Secondary School

Track Team Goes National
The Mercy Girls have a track team that has qualified for the 
nationals team competitions. Here are the qualifiers, pictured 
with Sr. Rose.

The Mercy Girls Secondary School 
is a school loved by all! Students are 
eager to learn and each year enroll-
ment increases. More than 350 girls 
are now enrolled in this four year 
secondary school in Lare, Kenya.

Teachers Work Together
Science, English, Agricul-

ture and History along with 
Religion and new elective 
courses are being taught.

More than 13 teachers are now on staff and dedicate 
their entire beings to the school as they live on campus 
and travel home on weekends or occasionally when they 
can. The fact that teachers live on campus and work to-
gether with the students helps to create a very positive and 
professional, educational atmosphere for the girls. It also 
helps to prepare them for the college years ahead for those 
who will choose to go on to study at the university level.

Teachers are looking at new approaches and techniques 
to modernizing the school in order to empower girls for 
the future.  n
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How You Can Help
Become a Global Youth Ambassador for Kenya 

through your school. Help to sponsor a 5k race per-
haps, or join a trip to Kenya next summer to help build 
the Mother of Mercy Girls School. Spread the word 
about girl’s empowerment in Africa on your Facebook 
pages and help us to expand our social networks! 
Contact us for more information.

Kenya Trip Next Summer, July 6-15, 2017
Commissioned By Christ missionaries will be 

involved with the expansion efforts at the Mother of 
Mercy Girls School to provide sleeping space for the 
girls. The project will involve the construction of a dor-
mitory to accommodate between 450-500 students 
once it is completed. This will be a 10-day mission trip, 
which includes travel days. The trip is open to all  
18 and older and all must fund their own travel.  
For more details please go to:  
http://www.commissionedbychrist.org/get-involved/
become-a-missionary/

http://www.commissionedbychrist.org/get-involved/become-a-missionary/
http://www.commissionedbychrist.org/get-involved/become-a-missionary/

